
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 8 

1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Phone 800-227-8917 
www.epa.gov/region8 

Ref: 8ENF-RC 
APR 14 2017 

BY CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQEUSTED 
AND EMAIL 

Mr. Kerry C. Gee 
Vice President 
United Park City Mines Company 
P.O. Box 1450 
Park City, Utah 84060 

RE: Richardson Flat Tailings Site Operable Units 2 and 3, Summit County, Utah 
2014 and 2015 Oversight Billings 

Dear Mr. Gee: 

This is in response to your letter dated March 31, 2017, regarding United Park City Mines' (UPCM) 
objection to paying response costs the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) incurred pursuant 
to the Administrative Order on Consent for EE/CA Investigation and Removal Action at the Richardson 
Flat Tailings Site, docket CERCLA-08-2014-0003 (AOC). UPCM agreed in the AOC to pay all "Future 
Response Costs," which are specifically defined in the AOC to include direct and indirect costs EPA 
incurs in reviewing or developing plans, reports and other items pursuant to the AOC, verifying the 
Work, or otherwise implementing, overseeing, or enforcing the AOC. UPCM's refusal to pay such costs 
is a continuing violation of the AOC. 

UPCM's objection to the costs EPA incurred under the Tetra Tech contract was addressed through the 
dispute resolution process that UPCM agreed to abide by in the AOC. As stated in the dispute resolution 
decision, these costs fall within the stated purposes of the AOC (both to "determine the nature and extent 
of contamination and any threat to the public health, welfare, or the environment caused by the release 
or threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants at or from OU2 or OU3 by 
conducting an engineering evaluation ... " and to "conduct all actions necessary to implement the 
Removal Action to be selected"). EPA's analysis of these costs has not changed. 

The EPA responded to UPCM's other objection to the 2015 billing by removing from the bill all costs 
that were incurred by the Agency prior to the Effective Date of the AOC. The original bill in the amount 
of $289,555.38 has been reduced by $38,839.78 to $250,715.50. Taking into account UPCM's payment 
of$59,099.44 on September 17, 2016, the amount of$191 ,616.06 is over due and owing on the 2015 
bill. 

UPCM has yet to pay any portion of the 2016 oversight bill in the amount of $243,002.56. UPCM has 
not timely invoked the dispute resolution process with respect to such billing and has not deposited the 
funds into an escrow account as required under the AOC. 



The principle balance now due and owing for the 2015 and 2016 oversight bills is $434,618.62. Interest 
and penalties continue to accrue. If payment is not forthcoming, the EPA will consider enforcement 
options. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (303) 312-6844. Legal 
questions can be directed to Amelia Piggott, Enforcement Attorney, at (3 03) 312-6410. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Urdiales, Director 
Superfund Technical Enforcement Program 
Office of Enforcement, Compliance, and Environmental Justice 

cc: Andrea Madigan, Supervisory Attorney, CERCLA 
Amelia Piggott, Enforcement Attorney 
Kevin Murray, Esq. 
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